loo                             INSIDE U. S. A.
all male believers were practicing polygamy when the practice ceased, Another point frequently forgotten is that in theory no man could undertake plural marriage without (a) consent of the first wife, and (&) the church's consent which was strictly contingent on his economic status, Some Mormons loathed the institution from the beginning; for instance Joseph Smith's own son vigorously denied (though we know today that the denial has no basis in fact) that the prophet had ever been polygamous. Brigham Young had forty-seven children by seventeen wives,5 but most Mormon historians say that Young did not "serve," i.e. have sexual relations with them all; even so, the ratio works out to 2.7 children per wife. Incidentally, plenty of Young's grandchildren are still around; two, in fact, married present apostles of the church, Albert E. Bowen and ]o\ii\ A. Wicltsoe.
But did not women in the old days resent the intrusion of new wives; were they not subject to the ordinary emotions of jealousy, exclusiveness, and possessivencss ? Of course. I talked to one lady who could recall quite vividly when her father took a second wife; her own mother was bitterly hurt, but stoical, and instructed her to call the interloper "Auntie." First wives had, and still have in retrospect, a kind of moral priority, it would seem. For instance, one fourth-generation Mormon told me proudly that his father was the son of his grandfather by the grandfather's first wife, and that his mother was a daughter of a first marriage also.
Why did the Mormons advocate polygamy? First, for the complex; theological motives outlined above. Second, for strictly economic and, demographic reasons. A hunted people, they were colonizing a vast new territory and of necessity they wanted to populate 'it hard and fast,
Deep in their hearts, some few Mormons today still believe in polyg^ amy, and would secretly like to see it reinstated. They arc nevertheless punctilious in obeying the law, and any polygamist who conies to light is ruthlessly excommunicated. Groups of fundamentalists, as people still polygamous are called, crop up every once in a while; when the church finds one, it informs the secular authorities immediately and assists in applying the law; polygamists arc prosecuted under whatever federal statute may apply, for instance the Mann Act or the Lindbergh Kidnapping Law, or under local statutes against bigamy or unlawful cohabitation.0 One cluster of twenty-six was unearthed ten or twelve years ago. They might have escaped detection forever, hiding out in the Arizona "strip," but when the depression came along they applied, for federal relief, and the curiosity of the government was naturally
0 According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Other authorities give larger numbers.
0 The United States Supreme Court has, however, recently thrown out several convictions of Utah fundamentalists arrested under these laws.